An  ADDRESS  to  the  PUBLIC; 


SHEWING, 

That  many  Kinds  of  Ploughed  Land  are  totally  ruined  by 
being  ftripped  of  the  Flints  and  other  Stones. 


TT  has  been  a  Thing  well  known  for  a  great  while  to  feveraj  of 
I  the  moft  experienced  Farmers  in  many  Parts  of  England ,  that 
taking  away  the  fmall  Stones  and  Flints  is  highly  detrimental  tq 
almoft  all  Kinds  of  Plowed  Land,  but  particularly  fo  to  thin  ftapled 
or  light  Lands,  and  to  all  Lands  of  a  binding  Nature.  This  I  find 
has  been  long  the  Opinion  of  many  experienced  Farmers  in  different 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom ;  but  it  never  did,  I  believe,  enter  the 
Thoughts  of  any  one  till  of  late  Years,  that  the  Damage  could 
be  nearly  fo  great  as  it  is  now  found  to  be,  fince  unufual  Quantities 
of  Flints  and  other  Stones  have  been  repeatedly  gathered  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Turnpike  Roads ;  indeed,  the  Damage  done  by  this 
Pra&ice  to  many  Kinds  of  Land,  efpecially  to  fuch  as  are  men¬ 
tioned  above,  is  found  to  be  fo  great,  as  to  be  almoft  incredible  to 
any  one,  who  has  not  particularly  obferved,  for  a  Number  of 
Years,  the  Progrefs  of  this  Deftru&ion.  I  {hall  here  give  a  few 
Inftances,  out  of  a  great  many  that  have  come  to  my  Knowledge, 
from  which  it  will  appear  how  exceedingly  great  the  Damage  mult 
be  throughout  the  Extent  of  the  Kingdom. 


In  the  Parifh  of  Stevenage  in  Hertfordfinre ,  there  is  a  Field  of 
Land,  well  known  in  that  Neighbourhood  by  the  Name  of  Chalkdell - 
field)  containing  about  200  Acres:  The  Land  in  this  Field  was  for¬ 
merly  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  moft  Lands  in  that  County ;  in  a 
Word,  it  was  good  to  a  Proverb :  Rut,  lying  convenient  for  the 
Surveyors  of  the  Roads,  they  have  picked  it  fo  often,  and  ftripped 
it  of  the  Flints  and  fmall  Stones  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  is  now 
inferior  to  Lands  that  were  formerly  reckoned  not  much  above 
Half  its  Value,  Acre  for  Acre  ;  I  mean,  fuch  Lands  as,  lying  at  a 
good  Diftance  from  the  Roads,  have,  for  that  Reafon,  either  not 
been  picked  at  ail,  or  not  nearly  fo  much  as  this  Field  :  All  the 
Farmers,  and  all  other  Perfons  who  have  known  the  Field  for  a 
good  Number  of  Years,  and  have  obferved  the  Management  and 
Produce  of  it,  do  unanimoufly  declare,  that  the  Crops  of  Grain  from 
Chalkdellfield  have  not,  for  thefe  laft  Fourteen  Years,  been  much, 
if  any,  above  Half  what  they  were  the  Fourteen  Years  immediately 
preceding ;  and  this,  notwithftanding  the  late  Improvements  in 
Husbandry,  and  entirely  owing,  as  they  all  agree,  to  ftripping  the 
Land  of  the  Stones.  Nor  is  it  Chalkdellfieid  alone  that  has  ma¬ 
terially  fuffered  in  that  County  by  the  above-mentioned  Pra&ice ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  oldeft  and  moft  experienced  Farmers  in  the 
Pariflies  of  Gravely ,  Stevenage ,  8tc.  feme  of  whom  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  Farming  for  upwards  of  Thirty  or  Forty  Years,  and 
have  in  general  lived  always  on  the  Spot,  do  declare,  and  fay  they 
are  ready  to  declare  it  upon  Oath  if  called  upon,  that  feverai 
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Thoufand  Acres  bordering  on  the  Turnpike  Road  from  Wellwyn  to 
■Baldock  in  Hertfordjhire ,  have  been  fo  much  impoverifhed,  by  having 
the  Stones  frequently  taken  away,  that  they  are  not  now  fo  good 
its  they  would  have  been  had  the  Stones  been  left  upon  the  Land, 
fame  by  One-fourth,  fome  One*fi.fth,  fome  more,  fame  lefs,  of  their 
whole  prefent  Value  ;  but  that  all  in  general  have  been  materially 
damaged ;  fo  that  the  Lofs  to  the  Inheritance  for  ever  in  the  afore- 
faid  Lands  mult  be  computed  at  a  great  many  Thoufand  Pounds ;  to 
fay  nothing  of  what  the  Public  has  fufferedj  in  the  Deficiency  of 
the  Crops  of  Grain,  But  it  maybe  aiked,  if  the  Damage  be  fo 
great  as  I  reprefent  it,  how  it  comes  to  pals  that  the  Farmers,  who 
hold  the  aforementioned  Lands,  have  not  either  broke  or  thrown  up, 
or  got  their  Rents  lowered  ?  neither  of  which  has  generally  hap¬ 
pened.  This  I  grant;  but  then,  let  the  very  high  Price  of  Grain 
for  Numbers  of  Years  pad:,  and  the  Famine  of  Thoufands  of  ftarving 
Poor,  anfwer  thefe  Queflions.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  the 
high  Price  of  Grain  has  been  the  principal  Reafon,  and  a  dreadful 
Ileafon  it  is,  why  neither  has  generally  happened :  And  any  one, 
who  knows  the  Progrefs  of  Trade  for  Thirty  or  Forty  YTars  pally 
and  the  different  Value  of  Money  in  that  Period,  may  form  to  himfeif 
other  concurrent  Reafons. 


What  puts  it  beyond  Doubt,  that  this  prodigious  impoveriflling 
of  the  Land  is  owing  to  no  other  Caufe  whatfoever  but  picking  and 
carrying  away  the  Stones,  is,  that  thofe  Lands  have  generally  been 
mod:  impoverifhed  which  have  been  mod:  frequently  picked,  and  fo 
on  in  Proportion.  Nay,  I  know  a  Field,  Part  of  which  was  picked, 
and  the  other  Part  plowed  up  before  they  had  Time  to  pick  it ; 
The  Part  that  was  picked  loft  Seven  or  Eight  Parts  in  Ten  of  Two 
fucceeding  Crops  of  Grain  ;  though  the  whole  Field  was  manured 
and  managed,  in  all  refpe&s,  alike.  What  proves  inconteftably,  that 
this  almoft  incredible  Damage  was  owing  Solely  to  picking  the 
Stones,  is,  that  it  went  to  an  Inch  as  far  as  they  were  picked,  and 
no  further* 

X  fhall  mention  but  One  Indance  more,  at  prefent :  A  Gentle¬ 
man,  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Poult  on ,  in  Lancajhire,  who  farmed 
a  Part  of  his  Eftate,  ordered  the  Stones,  which  lay  very  thick  on 
fome  Grounds,  to  be  carefully  picked  and  carried  away.  He  did 
this,  from  an  Imagination  that  they  prevented  die  Grain  from 
growing  out  of  the  Earth.  Thofe  Grounds  had  always  before  pro¬ 
duced  very  good  Crops ;  but  he  now  found,  to  his  Aflonidiment, 
that  he  could  hardly  get  any  Crops  at  all.  He  afked  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Farmers,  what  they  thought  might  be  the  Reafon  of  it: 
They  were  of  Opinion,  it  mull  be  his  clearing  the  Land  of  the 
Stones ;  and  advifed  him  to  carry  them  back,  and  Ipread  them  all 
over  the  Lands ;  which  he  did,  at  a  great  Expence,  and  had  excel¬ 
lent  Crops  immediately,  fuch  as  the  Land  had  produced  before  the 
Stones  had  been  cleared  away* 
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Many  Perfon s  have  been  ready  to  imagine,  becaufe  nothing  can 
grow  upon  a  bare  Stone,  that  therefore  it  can  be  of  no  Manner  of 
Service  to  the  Corn,  but  rather  the  Reverfe,  in  preventing  it  from 
growing  freely  out  of  the  Ground  :  But  this  Conclufion  is  by  far 
too  precipitate;  for  Stones  are  of  furprizing  and  manifold  Ufes : — - 
For  Inftance  ;  they  greatly  afiift  the  Plough,  in  working  the  Land  ; 
they  alfo/ prevent  LaSid  of*  a- binding  Quality ;  from  running!  toge¬ 
ther,  and  hardening,  like  Mortar  in'  a  Wall ;  they  fcreen  the  tender 
Blade  from  Blahs  and  Blights ;  they  prevent  the  Crop,  where  the 


Staple  is  thin,  .from  being  fcorched  up  by  the  Heat  in  Summer  ; 
and  they  prevent  the  fine  Exfudations  of  the  Earth  from  evaporating, 
and  by  that  Means  greatly  promote  Vegetation. 
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Should  a  Doubt  ari.fe,  whether  the  Turnpike  Roads,  which  are 
now  mended  chiefly  with  Materials  gathered  from  Ploughed  Lands,* 
may  be  kept  in  as  good  Repair  as  they  are  at  prefent,  without  a 
conflderable  additional  Expence,  if  the  Power  of  gathering  Materials 
from  Plowed  Lands  be  taken  away  ;  let  it  be  confidered,  that  the 
bed  Turnpike  Roads  in  England  are  thofe  which  are  entirely  made 
with  round  Pebbles  and  fuch  other  Materials  as  are  dug  from  under¬ 
ground  ;  and  on  the  contrary,  that  thofe  which  are  made  chiefly 
with  Materials  gathered  from  Lands,  are,  generally  fpeaking,  the 
very  V/orA.  This  is  a  Circumftance  any  Perfon  may  be  fatisfled  in 
with  very  little  Enquiry.  The  Turnpike  Road  from  London  to 
Two  or  Three  Miles  beyond  Hatfield ,  and  that  from  thence  to 
Hitchin ,  if  compared  together^  will  furnifliia  flunking  Inftance  of 
the  Truth  of  this  Obfervation  ;  therefore,  fhould  there,  in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  be  at  firfl  an  additional  Expence,  there  can  be  no  Doubt 
but  it  will  be  more  than  compenfated  for,  in  the  Excellence  and 
Duration  of  the  Roads.  At  the  fame  Time  that  I  make  this  Obfer¬ 
vation,  I  am  not  clear,  that,  upon  the  Whole,  there  would  be,  even 
at  firfl,  an  additional  Expence  of  any  great  Confequence;  in  fome 
Places,  I  believe  the  Reverfe  would  be  the  Cafe. 


The  ferious  Confi'deration  of  the  above  is  earneftly  recommended, 
in  the  Firfl  Place,  to  the  Legiflature ;  who,  when  thoroughly  in¬ 
formed  of  this  Matter,  will,  without  Doubt,  immediately  alter  the 
Road  Afls  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  effectually,  for  the  future,  to  pro¬ 
le#  Private  Property,  and  prevent  the  total  DeftruRion  of  great 
Part  of  the  Plowed  Lands  throughout  the  Kingdom  :  It  is  alfo  re¬ 
commended  to  all  Gentlemen  of  Landed  Property,  Farmers,  and  to 
every  Perfon  (for  every  Perfon  is  more  or  lefs  concerned), 

By  their  fincere  Well-wifhef, 


and  raoit  humble  Servant, 

An  Uertfordjliite  Farmer, 
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